Vital pulp therapy for the primary dentition.
The goal of primary tooth pulp therapy is the preservation of the primary teeth until their normal time of exfoliation. Teeth with carious involvement approaching the pulp can be treated with a variety of approaches, including three pulpotomy techniques--diluted formocresol, ferric sulfate, and mineral trioxide aggregate--and an indirect pulp therapy technique. Accurate diagnosis of the vitality status of the pulp is critical to the success of each treatment and involves careful radiographic and clinical assessment of the teeth to make sure that they are either healthy or reversibly inflamed.